Charenton, by M. Esquirol. M. Esquirol has given, in three successive numbers of the Annales d'Hygiene publique, an elaborate history of the large establishment for the insane at Charenton, two leagues to the east of Paris. The principal object which he has in view is to prove by statistical tables, that the portion of the establishment devoted to male patients requires to be rebuilt; and he has shown the necessity of such an alteration from the diminished mortality and increased proportion of cures among the females, whose apartments have been more recently and commodiously erected. This is an important subject, and of much local interest, but our space will not allow "us to follow M. Esquirol in the history and description of the institution, which relate particularly to the subject he is interested in. The last article is of general imEortance,
as it contains the results of M. Esquirol's practice during the eight years e has acted as principal physician at Charenton, and to this we shall confine ourselves, after introducing a few necessary preliminary details.
Insane patients of every age, sex, or rank, whatever may have been the cause, character, or duration of the disease, are admitted. The whole is under the direction of government. Fourteen beds are allotted to the poor of the canton, conformably to the original intention of the institution, which was founded for this laudable purpose by the brothers of the religious order of la Charite, about the year 1602. Sixty-five beds are also placed at the disposal of the government, who may also admit thirty-eight patients at a greatly diminished rate. These are usually given to naval and military officers, literary men, artists, &c. to whom their country is under some obligations, and who are not fit objects for the large .pauper lunatic asylums of Paris. The remaining patients pay a certain annual sum. The whole are divided into three classes. The admissions were most numerous in July, and in the three summer months, and least so in September, and in the winter quarter: so that the number of the insane began to increase in Spring, arrived at its greatest amount in summer, diminished in autumn, and still more so in winter. There were also fewer men in proportion admitted in winter, and fewer women in spring. [.Jan. 
